
ROSIE’S PLAQUES X PENDLE RADICALS 
THE WOMEN WERE CHOSEN BY A GROUP OF OUR RADICALS VOLUNTEERS AFTER MUCH DISCUSSION! IT WAS NOT EASY TO 

LIMIT THE CHOICES TO THE SIX PLAQUES WE WOULD HAVE TIME TO MAKE ON THE ACTIVITY WEEKEND .  
 

Ethel Carnie 
Holdsworth  

1886-1962 – A working-class writer, feminist, and socialist activist. Poet, journalist, children's 
writer and author, Carnie Holdsworth was the first working-class woman in Britain to publish a 
novel and is a rare example of a female working-class novelist. Holdsworth once outsold HG Wells 
and the Pendle Radicals project is involved with bringing her back to public attention, by 
supporting re-prints of her books, collaborating on a PhD researching her writing; getting readings 
of her poetry accepted into the National Poetry Archive and being the subject of the first Pendle 
Radicals podcast series. She has become a firm favourite with the Pendle Radical volunteers.  

Mary Winter  Mary was a bus driver who was sacked in 1978 by Burnley Bus Company for wearing a Lesbian 
Liberation badge at work.  In 1978 LGBT people had no protection at work. You could lose your job 
because of your sexuality or gender identity, and often your trade union would refuse to support 
you. Badge wearing was also popular at the time. It was often used as a visible sign of your politics 
and sometimes even of your sexuality. The sacking inspired Mary to start a campaign 
that culminated in a demonstration outside the Bus Station in Burnley. Recently the Arts Council 
funded two new plays for LGBT History month. One of these, Abi Hynes’ ‘Lesbian Liberator’, told 
the story of Mary Winter to a new audience. 

Ada Nield Chew  1870 - 1945  A working class radical suffragist whose campaigning on behalf of working women in 
Britain far transcended the fight for the vote. She joined the Independent Labour Party and soon 
afterwards at the local branch stated: "It has been agreed at ILP meetings that the rights of women 
workers must be recognized, that common cause must be made with these our sisters, and that 
something definite must be done sooner or later - and the sooner the better." Ada was a 
committed socialist and sort after speaker. She campaigned for votes for all women. In 1904 The 
Clarion published a letter from her on WSPU policy: "The entire class of wealthy women would be 
enfranchised, that the great body of working women, married or single, would be voteless still, 
and that to give wealthy women a vote would mean that they, voting naturally in their own 
interests, would help to swamp the vote of the enlightened working man, who is trying to get 
Labour men into Parliament." 

Doris Nield Chew  1898 - 1984. Daughter of Ada Nield and founder of Mid Pennine Arts. Doris was frequently taken 
on campaigns for the Women's Trade Union League with her mother. She was educated at 
Manchester University where she took a degree in history. She subsequently became a history 
teacher at various secondary schools including Burnley High School (1926-1958) where she worked 
until her retirement. Doris was herself involved with peace campaigns, and was a member of the 
Burnley LNU and Peace Council. She was the inaugural Honorary Secretary for the Mid-Pennine 
Association for the Arts, founded in 1966 to ‘allow the people of East Lancashire access to the best 
in the arts’. 

Women’s Peace 
March  

August 11th 1917. More than 2,000 women and girls marched through Nelson for a people’s 
peace. The Women's Peace Crusade was a grassroots socialist movement that spread across Great 
Britain between 1916 and 1918. Its central aim was to spread a 'people's peace', which was 
defined as a negotiated end to the First World War without any annexations or indemnities. The 
movement was first established in Glasgow in July 1916, and later spread across Great Britain. 
Although it gathered a substantial following, the Women's Peace Crusade faced opposition from 
both the government and police, with members being arrested and reportedly threatened. 

Amy Hargreaves  
nee Williams  

1895 - 1988 – In the 1920s Amy was a prominent local communist, and had stood for election to 
the Weavers Association Committee and in Municipal Elections. She was known to be a good 
speaker, a true ‘Rabble Rouser’.  There was much unrest in the cotton trade during the late 
20s/early 30s.  There were two major incidents in 1931, which resulted in Amy being arrested for 
disorderly behaviour with regard to mass protests against ‘Black leg’ or ‘knobstick’ labour. She led 
a march to Queens Mill, and was arrested,  accused of assaulting P.S. Heap by hitting him on the 
helmet with a placard which was only cardboard but which had ‘vicious nails’. (She also stuck her 
tongue out at him several times.)  

  


